Chapter XI
NEW FACTS  FROM SIR HENRY
HERBERT'S OFFICE BOOK
Fully to demonstrate that the scholarship of
to-day is of an unexampled thoroughness and
excels all that has gone before in scientific methods
of attack, it only needs to dwell upon the appalling
story of the flagrant mishandling of Sir Henry
Herbert's Office Book on its discovery in the
penultimate decade of the eighteenth century.
It may be predicated that any old manuscript of
equally important bearing on early dramatic
history that should come to light now would be
transcribed with meticulous accuracy, provided
with a lambent excursus., and published in its
entirety without much delay. That is precisely
what did not happen in 1789 when Herbert's
valuable Office Book was discovered in a moulder-
ing condition in an old chest at Ribbesford, near
Bewdley, the former seat of the Herberts, and,
though really State property, placed for a time
by its nominal owner, Francis Ingram, Deputy